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EXCELLEN 
v 
No doubt, excellence p1 
cellent thing. The word i 
poses as its own best mea 
disarm the critical faculty; 
we should expect that whE 
autonomic, responses, ther 
toward which the word poi 
Surely this is the case w 
in our time. We admire and 
naturally as we love our 
cellence. That which is to t 
of achievement, not an obj 
an extensive record collect 
selves but worth even mor 
of a maker. So too, a fortt 
the surpassing athlete. Wha 
effects. We may, possibly, 
we may be disappointed wl 
But no bad thing is percei\ 
lence. Hence our envy of 1 
pure. In our time, we h 
represents an unqualified 
works, good for society, me 
It is not true, however 
examined. Indeed, to cast , 
may have been the great I 
sential idea rather than tt 
Tragedy, that vision of hu 
with human limitations, 
against itself by the inelu 
recognition of the ambigu 
back three centuries befo 
Homer's Iliad as an instruc 
through the centuries to d 
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